
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fall 2025 Newsletter 

 
 

Dear students, faculty, staff, alumni, friends and prospective students, 
 

As I begin my third year as Chair of the Department of Materials Science and Engineering (MSE), I am filled once 
again with gratitude for your support and inspired by the excellence, creativity, and community spirit that define 
Berkeley MSE. 

Our department continues to thrive. This year, we proudly retained our No. 2 national ranking for undergraduate 
program in the latest U.S. News & World Report, underscoring our leadership in materials education and research. 
More broadly, UC Berkeley was recognized once again as the No. 1 public university in the nation, and Berkeley 
Engineering remains among the very top engineering schools. 

We are also celebrating remarkable milestones across our community. Prof. Kristin Persson was elected to the 
National Academy of Engineering and continues to lead the world-renowned Materials Project. Prof. Robert Ritchie 
was elected to the National Academy of Sciences. Prof. Mark Asta, our colleague and former department chair, is now 
serving as Interim Dean of Engineering — a proud moment of visibility for materials science within the College. 
Meanwhile, our Chancellor, Richard Lyons, has completed his first year of service, guiding Berkeley into a new era 
of innovation and impact. Most notably, Prof. Omar Yaghi — jointly appointed in MSE and Chemistry — has been 
awarded the 2025 Nobel Prize in Chemistry for his pioneering invention of metal-organic framework materials! He is 
one of four Nobel laureates tied to Berkeley this year — a record in Nobel history for any university. 

Over the past year, we have also deepened our sense of community and strengthened our programs. On 
September 6, we hosted our second annual MSE Alumni Day, which brought together more than 70 alumni 
spanning five decades of graduates. The event highlighted the enduring power of our alumni network — as both a 
source of inspiration for our students and a vital partner in our continued growth. We also welcome Prof. Scott 
McCormack to our faculty, expanding our expertise in ceramics and extreme-environment materials, and we are 
actively recruiting new faculty in the areas of materials for sustainability and AI for materials research. 

This past academic year, we celebrated the graduation of 25 undergraduates, 65 master’s students, and 29 
Ph.D. students — and welcomed a new cohort of talented students who will carry forward the Berkeley MSE 
legacy. Today, our department includes more than 330 students, supported by 26 faculty (core and joint), one 
lecturer, and six dedicated staff members. This includes our new Department manager, Ms. Amanda Okamoto. 

Our research impact remains exceptional. With more than $1 million per faculty member in annual research 
expenditures, MSE continues to lead within Berkeley Engineering. This year has brought remarkable breakthroughs 
across the spectrum of MSE research, including metals, polymers, semiconductors, oxides, and innovations in 
materials computation and characterization. Looking ahead, we plan to lay the foundation for a Center for AI in 
Materials Discovery, positioning Berkeley at the forefront of integrating artificial intelligence into the future of 
materials research. 

As we embark on the 2025–2026 academic year, I look forward to working with all of you — students, colleagues, 
alumni, and friends — to continue building a community that is both intellectually vibrant and deeply supportive. 
Together, we will write the next chapter of Berkeley MSE’s legacy. 
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