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• The MSE department is delighted to welcome Prof. Scott McCormack as an Assistant Professor, 
effective January 1, 2026. Prof. McCormack is an expert in materials under extreme environments, 
crystallography, thermodynamics, and materials synthesis. He joins MSE through the College of 
Engineering’s Aerospace Engineering Cluster Hire and brings a set of much-needed expertise that will 
significantly strengthen both our department and UC Berkeley. 

• The MSE department hosted Prof. Katherine Faber, Simon Ramo Professor of Materials Science at 
Caltech, as the PPG Lecturer on October 23, 2025. The PPG Foundation Lectureship for Materials 
Innovation and Service Excellence is awarded to distinguished professors who exemplify exceptional 
commitment to promoting diversity, overcoming personal and professional challenges, providing 
outstanding mentorship, and making significant contributions to society. 

• The MSE Department welcomes new Department manager, Ms. Amanda Okamoto! 

• Prof. Omar Yaghi shares the 2025 Nobel Prize in Chemistry! Yaghi is a professor of chemistry with a 
joint appointment in MSE. He created a field called reticular chemistry, which involves stitching together 
molecular building blocks to form porous structures — metal-organic frameworks (MOFs) — with 
myriad applications. 

• Prof. Omar Yaghi has been selected as the recipient of the 2025 Von Hippel Award, the highest honor 
awarded by the Materials Research Society (MRS). This recognition honors Professor Yaghi’s founding 
of Reticular Chemistry and his groundbreaking development of metal-organic frameworks and covalent 
organic frameworks (COFs) — crystalline materials with ultra-high porosity and tunable structures. 

• In a recent paper published in Science, Prof. Andrew Minor’s group used energy-filtered scanning 
nano electron diffraction (4D-STEM) to uniquely identify short range ordering motifs in GeSiSn. This 
publication represents the first direct evidence of short-range ordering in a semiconductor material, an 
exciting new area for exploration in the field of microelectronics. 

• Prof. Haimei Zheng’s group has used electron microscopy to review new methods to make exotic metal 
alloys. Published in Nature, Prof. Zheng and team have discovered a new way to produce these 
materials, called high-entropy alloys (HEAs), at near-room temperatures. 

• Berkeley MSE is ranked No. 2 undergraduate program in U.S. News. In addition, Berkeley Engineering 
remains No. 3 overall in the U.S., and UC Berkeley has reclaimed its standing as the No. 1 public 
university! 

• On September 6, 2025, the MSE Department welcomed distinguished alumni back to the Hearst 
Memorial Mining Building for our second MSE Alumni Day! More than 70 alumni — from graduates of 
the 1970s to those who completed their degrees just last year — joined the celebration. 

• In a recent work published in Nature Materials, Prof. Junqiao Wu’s group developed in-memory 
sensors that mimic neurons. The “memsensor” mimics Caenorhabditis elegans chemosensory plasticity 
to guide a miniature boat for adaptive chemotaxis, illustrating low-power aquatic neurorobotics with 
fewer memory units. This breakthrough could pave the way for simpler, more energy-efficient sensors 
and adaptive robots capable of operating in complex environments. 

 

 

 

 


